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From the harte

Supportive School Culture
• Peer	Restorative	Justice	Program: Students

build skills to address conflict.

• Gay-Straight	Alliance works to create a safe
environment for all students.

• SPARK	mentorship	program: Students
experience a variety of careers by shadowing
adults in the workplace.

• The	Bobcat	Store	rewards students
for academic progress and for positive
contributions to the school community.

Family Engagement
Families are an integral part of our school 
community:

• Our Family	Resource	Center provides
information and access to families.

• PTSA plans frequent school-wide events,
supports school concerts, connects teacher with
mini-grants, and more.

From the Harte: Join Our 
School Community!
If you are interested in enrolling your child at Bret 
Harte, please contact the Student Assignment 
Office at 510-273-1600. We also invite you to visit 
our campus: Please call 510-531-6400 to schedule 
a tour. 

Bret	Harte	Middle	School	
3700	Coolidge	Avenue	
Oakland,	CA	94602	
510-531-6400
www.ousd.org/bretharte
Principal	Dr. Bianca D'Allesandro
bianca.dallesandro@ousd.org
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ABOUT bret harte
Founded in 1930 in Oakland’s Laurel/Dimond 
neighborhood, Bret Harte Middle School has a 
rich history of preparing students for high school, 
college, and career. We serve a 600-student 
population that is one of the most diverse in 
Oakland: Our student body is 41 percent African 
American, 30 percent Latino, 15 percent Asian, 7 
percent White, 4 percent Pacific Islander, and 3 
percent Filipino. 

our vision
Bret Harte’s diverse community embraces mutual 
respect, hard work, and resilience to nurture the 
whole child in pursuit of academic excellence 
during the transition to young adulthood.  our programs

Academics
We feature a comprehensive standards-based 
curriculum that emphasizes project-based 
learning, and we are currently transitioning to the 
new Common	Core	State	Standards	in English 
and Math. Program highlights include:

• Most students take English and History back
to back from the same teacher, creating a
core	class that supports a deeper relationship
between students and teachers.

• Accelerated	Math	for advanced learners
allows students to take Algebra in 8th grade
and enter high school in Geometry.

• A three-tiered reading intervention to meet
the needs of all readers

• A	comprehensive	Special	Education
department for students with physical,
communication, and learning disabilities.
Students with disabilities are mainstreamed as
much as possible and highly visible.

• Physical	Education: All students at Bret Harte
take a fitness class every day.

Electives & Enrichment
We offer a range of enrichment classes both during 
and after school. Among the offerings:

• Music: Beginning Strings, Orchestra, Beginning
Band, Advanced Band, Jazz Band. Students
regularly perform on and off campus
throughout the year.

• Spanish: Three levels are offered, allowing
students to enter	high	school	in	higher-level
classes.

• Visual	Art: Students create works that are
displayed	across	campus, including several
murals.

• Journalism: 7th- and 8th-grade students
produce the school	newspaper.

• Leadership	and	Culture-Building: Leadership
elective class plans school events and
community service projects.

• After	School	Program: A variety of enrichment
opportunities after school, including bike club,
athletics, dance, gardening, and more




